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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments filed 3/2/06 and 3/3 1/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive as to claims 1-3, 5-9 and 11-15. 

For claims 1, 8, 9 and 1 1, the applicant argues that the Anderson reference (U.S. Patent 
6,215,523) does not disclose that each of the screeimail images 608 is sustained even after 
the read of the corresponding compressed image data 604 has been completed (See 
Applicant's REMARKS page 8, lines 12-17 filed on 3/2/06). 

The examiner disagrees. The Anderson reference discloses the second image (screennail 
image 608) displayed on the LCD (402) and then optionally updated with the first image 
(higher resolution compressed image data 604) (See Col. 8, lines 25-35). This implicitly 
shows the display device can be sustains display of image having been displayed based upon 
the second image data on the display device even after the read of the first image has been 
completed (e.g., it is not necessary the first image need to be displayed on the display device 
if the screennail quality is such that its display on the LCD screen 402, see Col. 13, lines 44- 
47). 

It also should be noted that the applicant's discloses in steps 102-106 of Figure 5 and 
specification, pages 20, lines 11-15, after the read of the first image (main image data) has 
been completed in step 105, the first image data is displayed or updated on the display device 
(e.g., the second image data is replaced by the first image data on the display screen). This 
does not show how long the display device exactly sustains display of the image having been 
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displayed based on the second image data on the display device even after the read of the 
first image has been completed. 

For claim 6, the applicant argues that the Anderson's reference does not disclose that the 
control device performs that display of the image displayed at display device based upon the 
second image data by using the first image data which have been read (See Applicant's 
REMARKS page 9, lines 1-17, filed on 3/2/06). 

The examiner disagrees. The Anderson reference discloses the first image data (higher 
resolution compressed image data 604) has a resolution of 640x480 pixels (See Col. 7, lines 
49-50); the second image data (screennail image 608) has a resolution of 288x216 pixels 
(See Col. 7, lines 60-65); and when the control device controls display device updated with 
the first image data based upon the second image data (See Col. 8, lines 26-35), the display 
of the image is enlarged from 288x216 pixels to the 640x480 pixels. The Anderson reference 
clearly disclose the features of the frame feed operation is preformed without waiting for the 
main image read to be completed, so achieve a continues display operation with a high 
degree of efficiency (See Col. 8, lines 30-38). 

For claim 13, the applicant argues that the Anderson does not disclose any thumbnail in 
play mode (See Applicant's REMARKS page 9, line 24 and page 10, lines 1-2 filed on 
3/2/06). 

The examiner disagrees. The Anderson reference clearly discloses the thumbnail (small 
thumbnail 700) in play mode (reproduction mode) as shown in Figure 8 (See Col. 10, lines 
39-50 and Col. 11, liens 47-50). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1-3, 5-9 and 11-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Anderson U.S. Patent 6,215,523. 

Referring to claim 1, the Anderson reference discloses in Figures 1, 5A-B and 6, an 
electronic camera (110, see Col. 3, lines 57-60) comprising: an image-capturing device (1 14, 
see Col. 3, lines 60-65) that captures an image of a subject and generates first image data 
(e.g., higher-resolution compressed image data 604 as the first image data that is the actual 
data comprising the full-sized captured image, preferably 640x480 pixels, see Col. 7, lines 
40-47); a display device (LCD 402) that displays an image; a display image generating 
device that generates second image data (e.g., the screennail image 608 as the second image 
data that is preferably 288x216 pixels and display-sized an fills the visible area of LCD 
screen 402, see Col. 7, lines 60-65), which have a smaller number of pixels than the first 
image data and correspond to a display resolution at said display device, based upon said first 
image data; a recording device (memory 354) that records the first image data and said 
second image data into a recording medium (e.g., as shown in Figure 6, the image file 600 
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includes the first image data 604 and second image data 608 stored in memory 354, see Col 
10, lines 27-28); and a control device (left/right control buttons 410 and computer 118) that 
first reads the second image data when reading the first data from the recording medium, 
displays on the display device an image based upon said the second image data which have 
been read, and sustains display of the image having been displayed based upon the second 
image data on the display device even after the read of the first image has been completed 
(e.g. the screennail image 608 contained in the image file 600 is first decompressed and 
displayed on the LCD 402; and then optionally updated with the first image 604, see Col. 8, 
lines 25-38. This implicitly shows the display device can be sustains display of image having 
been displayed based upon the second image data on the display device even after the read of 
the first image has been completed, e.g., it is not necessary the first image need to be 
displayed on the display device if the screennail quality is such that its display on the LCD 
screen 402, see Col. 13, lines 44-47). 

Referring to claim 2, the Anderson reference discloses a reproduction instruction device 
(e.g., mode dial 420 switched to play modes, see Col. 7, lines 10-16) that issues an 
instruction to reproduce an image based upon image data recorded in the recording medium, 
wherein: said control device (left/right buttons 410, see Col. 13, lines 20-25) starts reading 
the second image data and the first image data recorded in the recording medium in response 
to a reproduction instruction issued by said reproduction instruction device as shown in 
Figure 11B-D (See Col. 13, lines 5-40) 
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Referring to claim 3, the Anderson reference discloses wherein: said a recording device 
(354) records the first image data (604) and the second image data (608) in a single image 
file (600) in said recording medium as shown in Figure 6 (See Col. 10, lines 27-28). 

Referring to claim 5, the Anderson reference discloses a thumbnail image generating 
device that generates thumbnail image data (thumbnail image 606 has 80x60 pixels), which 
have a smaller number of pixels than said second image data (608), based upon said first 
image data, wherein: said recording device (354) records said first image data, said second 
image data and said thumbnail image data (as image file 600 shown in Figure 6) into the 
recording medium. 

Referring to claim 6, the Anderson reference discloses an enlargement instruction device 
that issues an instruction for enlarged display of the image that is being displayed at the 
display device based upon the second image data, wherein: the control device performs the 
enlarged displayed of the image that is being displayed at the display device based upon the 
second image data by using the first image data which have been read (the first image data 
604 has a resolution of 640x480 pixels, see Col. 7, lines 49-50; the second image data 608 
has a resolution of 288x216 pixels, see Col. 7, lines 60-65; and when the control device 
controls display device updated with the first image data based upon the second image data , 
see Col. 8, lines 26-35, the display of the image is enlarged from 288x216 pixels to the 
640x480 pixels). 

Referring to claim 7, the Anderson reference discloses wherein: the control device 
displays a plurality of thumbnail images (in review mode) at said display device by reading a 
plurality of sets of thumbnail image data recorded in said recording medium, reads second 
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image data before reading first image data corresponding to a thumbnail image selected from 
said plurality of thumbnail images on display and displays said second image data at said 
display device as shown in Figure 8 (See Col. 8, lines 20-38). 

Referring to claim 8, the Anderson reference discloses all subject matter as discussed 
with respected same comments to claim 1 . 

Referring to claim 9, the Anderson reference discloses all subject matter as discussed 
with respected same comments to claim 1. 

Referring to claim 10, the Anderson reference discloses all subject matter as discussed 
with respected same comments to claim 1 . 

Referring to claim 1 1, the Anderson reference discloses all subject matter as discussed 
with respected same comments to claim 1. 

Referring to claim 12, the Anderson reference discloses wherein the control device 
invalidates the instruction for the enlarged display issued by the enlargement instruction 
device while reading the first image data is in progress (e.g., in the play mode as reading the 
both first image data 604 and second image data 608 from the image file 600, the first image 
no need to be displayed on the display device if the screennail quality is such that its display 
on the LCD screen 402, see Col. 13, lines 44-47). 

Referring to claim 13, the Anderson reference discloses in Figures 1, 5A-B, 6 and 8, an 
electronic camera (1 10, see Col. 3, lines 57-60) comprising: an image-capturing device (1 14, 
see Col. 3, lines 60-65) that captures an image of a subject and generates first image data 
(e.g., higher-resolution compressed image data 604 as the first image data that is the actual 
data comprising the full-sized captured image, preferably 640x480 pixels, see Col. 7, lines 
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40-47); a display device (LCD 402) that displays an image; a display image generating 
device that generates second image data (e.g., a resized thumbnail 704 as second image data 
that is preferably 120x90 pixels, see Col. 11, lines 14-16; or the screennail image 608 as the 
second image data that is preferably 288x216 pixels and display-sized an fills the visible area 
of LCD screen 402, see Col. 7, lines 60-65), which have a smaller number of pixels than the 
first image data (604) and correspond to a display resolution at said display device, based 
upon said first image data; a thumbnail image generating device that generates thumbnail 
image data (small thumbnails 700 that is preferably 50x50 pixels), which have a smaller 
number of pixels than the second image data (704 or 608), based upon the first image data, a 
recording device (memory 354) that records the first image data, the second image data and 
the thumbnail image data into a recording medium (e.g., as shown in Figure 6, the image file 
600 includes the first image data 604, the second image data 608 and the thumbnail 606 
stored in memory 354, see Col. 10, lines 27-28); and a control device (left/right control 
buttons 410 and computer 118) displays a plurality of thumbnail images at the display device 
by reading a plurality of sets of thumbnail image data (700) recorded in the recording 
medium, reads second image data (704 or 608) before reading first image data corresponding 
to a thumbnail image selected from the plurality of thumbnail images on display and displays 
an image at the display device based upon the second image data having been read as shown 
in Figures 8-10 (see Col. 11, lines 10-61, Col. 12, lines 35-43 and lines 56-67). 

Referring to claim 14, the Anderson reference discloses all subject matter as discussed 
with respected same comments to claims 6 and 13. 
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Referring to claim 15, the Anderson reference discloses all subject matter as discussed 
with respected same comments to claims 12 and 13. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Lin Ye whose telephone number is (571) 272-7372. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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